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AMENDED IN SENATE JANUARY 5, 2004

AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 19, 2003

SENATE BILL No. 431

Introduced by Senator Ortiz

February 20, 2003

An act relating to health, and making an appropriation therefor.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 431, as amended, Ortiz. Health Bioterrorism preparedness.
Existing law establishes procedures and requirements to govern the

allocation to, and expenditure by, local health jurisdictions of federal
funding received for the prevention of, and response to, bioterrorist
attacks and other public health emergencies.

This bill would appropriate an unspecified sum of money from the
Federal Trust Fund to the State Department of Health Services to
implement bioterrorism preparedness measures by state and local
jurisdictions.

Existing law establishes the scope of functions and responsibilities
of the State Department of Health Services and the Office of Statewide
Health Planning and Development.

This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation
to establish the Department of Public Health, to realign certain
responsibilities between the Department of Public Health and the State
Department of Health Services by transferring responsibility for the
administration of specified programs to the Department of Public
Health, to provide that the new department shall be under the direction
of the California Surgeon General, and to provide for the establishment
of a public health board to provide public and expert involvement in the
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development of policies, regulations, and programs administered by the
new Department of Public Health.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no yes. Fiscal committee: no yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. (a) It is the intent of the Legislature to enact
SECTION 1. The sum of  is hereby appropriated from the

Federal Trust Fund to the State Department of Health Services for
the purpose of implementing bioterrorism preparedness measures
by state and local jurisdictions, for allocation in accordance with
the following schedule:

(a) The sum of  for hospital bioterrorism preparedness
purposes.

(b) The sum of  for purposes of allocating federal
bioterrorism and public health preparedness funds to local health
jurisdictions and overseeing the expenditure of those funds, and
for implementing state-level provisions of the federally approved
collaborative state-local plan, which must be approved by the
federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the State
Department of Health Services, in accordance with Article 6
(commencing with Section 101315) of Chapter 3 of Part 3 of
Division 101 of the Health and Safety Code.
legislation that would establish a new Department of Public Health
for the administration of all public health programs, and to realign
the duties of the State Department of Health Services to provide
for the retention by the State Department of Health Services of
public health insurance programs and direct medical services.

(b) It is further the intent of the Legislature that, under this
legislation:

(1) The realignment of health functions to the new Department
of Public Health provide for the transfer to the new department
responsibility for all public health functions, including
epidemiology, communicable disease control, chronic disease and
injury control, clinical preventive medicine, emergency services,
and the Emergency Medical Services Authority.

(2) The new Department of Public Health shall be under the
direction of a chief administrative officer, who shall be the
California Surgeon General, and that the California Surgeon
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General shall report directly to the Governor, and shall have met
minimum professional and academic standards determined by a
public health board.

(c) It is the intent of the Legislature that this legislation
establish a public health board, to consist of part-time volunteers,
who shall be appointed by the Governor and the Legislature, to
provide public and expert involvement in the development of
policies, regulations, and programs administered by the new
Department of Public Health.
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